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Senate 
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable ED-
WARD J. MARKEY, a Senator from the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Almighty God, You are the way, the 

truth, and the life. Shine Your light 
upon our Senators’ pathway, keeping 
them from straying from Your will. 
Lord, keep them from sluggish think-
ing or ambiguous expression or cold-
ness of heart or weakness of will. As 
they experience Your constancy, en-
able them to see Your higher wisdom, 
which is a lamp for their feet and a 
light for their path. Continue to guide 
them until they see You more clearly, 
follow You more nearly, and love You 
more dearly each day. 

We pray in Your merciful Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, March 12, 2014. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable EDWARD J. MARKEY, a 

Senator from the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, to perform the duties of the Chair. 

PATRICK J. LEAHY, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. MARKEY thereupon assumed the 
Chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT 
BLOCK GRANT ACT OF 2014—MO-
TION TO PROCEED 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to Calendar No. 309, S. 1086, the 
Child Care and Development Block 
Grant Act of 2014. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the bill by 
title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 309, S. 
1086, a bill to reauthorize and improve the 
Child Care and Development Block Grant 
Act of 1990, and for other purposes. 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following 
my remarks and those of the Repub-
lican leader, the Senate will be in a pe-
riod of morning business until 10:30 
a.m., with the majority controlling the 
first half and the Republicans control-
ling the final half. 

Following morning business the Sen-
ate will proceed to executive session. 
At 10:30 a.m., there will be up to 6 roll-
call votes on the confirmation of sev-
eral executive nominations. 

Upon disposition of the nomination 
of Sarah Bloom Raskin to be Deputy 
Secretary of the Treasury, the Senate 
will begin consideration of S. 1086, the 
Child Care and Development Block 
Grant Act reauthorization bill. 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE CALENDAR—S. 2110 
AND H.R. 4152 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, there are 
two bills at the desk due for a second 
reading. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will read the bills by 
title for the second time. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (S. 2110) to amend titles XVIII and 
XIX of the Social Security Act to repeal the 
Medicare sustainable growth rate, and for 
other purposes. 

An act (H.R. 4152) to provide for the costs 
of loan guarantees for Ukraine. 

Mr. REID. I would object to anything 
at this time as to these two matters. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection is heard. The bills will 
be placed on the calendar. 

CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT 
ACT 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, in our great 
country we think of a college edu-
cation as the key to unlock our chil-
dren’s success. But many families in 
this country struggle to afford child 
care, leaving no money whatsoever for 
higher education. 

In 2011, in most States, 1 year of 
daycare for an infant was more expen-
sive than 1 year of tuition at a public 
university. 

Let me repeat that. In America, in 
almost every State, 1 year of daycare is 
more expensive than 1 year of tuition 
at a public university. It is no wonder 
that middle-class families are strug-
gling with sticker shock, and for many 
low-income families childcare is simply 
out of reach. 

For millions of families in the United 
States, childcare is their single largest 
household expense at nearly $15,000 a 
year. In an economy where most fami-
lies have two working parents, 
childcare isn’t a luxury, it is a neces-
sity. 

That is why President Bush signed 
the first Child Care and Development 
Block Grant Act into law in 1990. He 
did this to ensure working families 
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